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I take this opportunity to say thanks 
once again to our MRPEA Board 
members for their faithful attendance 
at our quarterly meetings and for their 
work done out in the 8 districts by 
talking to retirees about the benefits of 
being members of MRPEA.  Attendance 
for the March 9 Board meeting was 
high, even with rainy weather!  We 
have gotten several new members 
since our meeting in November.   
As I stated to the Board, there are a 
number of members who have not 
renewed their membership and will be 
dropped if those renewals are not 
made within a few weeks. District 
Directors are encouraged to make a call 
to those who are delinquent on paying 
membership dues, as shown on the 
Office Manager’s membership report. 
Let’s keep our members active and ask 
new retirees to join our organization!   

MRPEA has been networking with the 
leaders of other retirement groups over 

 (continued on page three) 

President’s Message 
by Dr. Howell C. Garner 

As President Garner called the meeting 
to order, he asked those present to 
remember several Board members’ 
families for illness and for loss of loved 
ones.  Mr. James Young delivered the 
invocation.  The Board welcomed PERS 
Executive Director Pat Robertson, who 
spoke to members about the status of 
the PERS system.  She mentioned 
several legislative bills which had been 
introduced this year – she stated that 
almost all had died.  She indicated that 
the bill promoted by the PERS Board for 
technical corrections was still alive at 
that time, but she was unsure as to 

       (continued on page four) 
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2015 PEER REPORT!!

PERS has a prudent and disciplined process that relies
on expert actuarial guidance built upon reasonable 
assumptions and targets for portfolio growth.
Continued competent, prudent management gives PEER 
every indication that PERS is moving toward reducing
both the amortization period for the system and 
reducing the unfunded accrued liability.

REMINDER 

An Empower representative will 
attend the Annual Meeting of 
MRPEA to discuss Deferred 
Comp.  Make your plans to be at 
the Hilton on County Line Road 
at 1:00 PM on July 13 for that 
meeting – there will be an 
opportunity to ask questions.  

MRPEA Website & Facebook Site
By Becky Cade, Vice President

When is the last time you checked out the 
MRPEA Website or Facebook Site?

The MRPEA website is a tool for members and 
potential members to learn more about MRPEA.

 Join or renew your MRPEA membership.

 Read the latest newsletter filled with
information pertaining to your retirement benefits.

 Learn more about MRPEA, its organization,
board members and the WORK THEY DO TO 
SUPPORT PERS AND ITS PARTICIPANTS.

 Keep up with legislative initiatives pertaining
to PERS benefits.

 Access other organizations working In
conjunction with MRPEA.

In order to access MRPEA on Facebook log into 
Facebook (www.facebook.com) and type in 
Mississippi Retired Public Employees 
Association. Be sure to like us and share with 
your friends!

 

 “Golf is played by twenty million American 
men whose wives think they are out having 
fun.” Jim Bishop 

“Don’t play too much golf.  Two rounds a day 
are plenty.” Harry Vardon 

“In my retirement I go for a short swim at least 
once or twice every day.  It’s either that or buy 
a new golf ball.”  Gene Perret 

“The reason the pro tells you to keep your head 
down is so you can’t see him laughing.”  Phyllis 
Diller 

“Golf is a day spent 
 in a round of strenuous 
idleness”  
William Wordsworth 

website
address:

www.mrpea.org. 

QUOTES on 
Retirement 

for the Golfers! 
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     (President’s Report continued from page 1) 

the past several months.  It is gratifying to know 
that there are other groups out there who share in 
our mission to keep PERS strong.   

 

 

 

 

Willing to SERVE! 
There is a place on the new membership 
application to indicate your willingness to serve on 
a committee or in some other capacity.  If you have 
indicated you would be willing to serve, someone 
will be calling on you soon!   THANK YOU for your 
willingness to serve in some capacity! 

“God’s retirement plan is out 
of this world.” 

Working together, we will have a much greater 
voice regarding future decisions which will impact 
the state retirement system!  

Enjoy the Sunshine and the Beautiful 
Spring Colors! 

Howell C. Garner 
President 

Well, finally the beauty of springtime is HERE!  It is 
a welcome sight, especially after the more than 
abundant rainfall we have received already in 
2015! Most of us are ready for the change.  I hope 
you have a wonderful spring season!  

Message from Your Vice-
President, Becky Cade 

Awww retirement! 

Your Vice-President has been fortunate to 
travel much of the months of March and 
April.  I spent ten days in Israel and Jordan, 
followed by a visit to Georgia to the Masters 
Golf Tournament.  Life is tough!  As a result 
of these two trips of a lifetime, I admit that I 
missed my first MRPEA board meeting and I 
slowed down the completion of the MRPEA 
Spring 2015 newsletter.  Sorry!   However, 
before I left I did do some work on your 
behalf  by chairing  the nominations 
committee for new board members and 
officers.   I am extremely excited about the 
slate of directors and officers to be 
presented for election at our annual 
meeting.  Should these individuals be 
elected I believe their experience and skills 
will greatly enhance efforts to support PERS 
and to protect our retirement  system.   I am 
also very enthusiastic about the ongoing 
partnerships that have been developed with 
other organizations. As our organization 
moves forward into the new state fiscal 
year, this officer feels blessed and optimistic 
about our future!  Hope you feel that sense 
of excitement as well!   
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Committee Reports 
Membership Committee - chaired by Ed LeGrand –
In the absence of Ed LeGrand, President Garner gave 
the report to the Board.  He reported that several new 
individuals had submitted applications since the 
November meeting.  He encouraged everyone to make 
contacts with retirees who were not members. He also 
encouraged District Directors to contact members who 
were behind on dues to encourage them to remain 
active.

Publications Committee chaired by Jane Dykes – Let 
us know if you have a topic you want discussed or if 
you have a special feature you’d like to see in The 
Guardian!

Legislative Committee chaired by Lester Herrington
– since Pat Robertson made reference to several
legislative items while speaking to the Board, no 
further report was given.  

 (Board Meeting Notes continued from page one) 

whether the bill would be passed this session. 
(NOTE: the bill died).    Unaudited assets are stable 
at this time with just over $25 billion.  Robertson 
indicated that the PERS system is still ahead in 
reaching its goal of 80% funded liability by the year 
2042.  The GOOD NEWS - we are actually 
positioned to reach 100% funded liability by that 
year! Several Board members had questions, 
which brought up several areas of interest for 
discussion.       

We are blessed in Mississippi to have a very strong 
state retirement system, with outstanding 
leadership by the PERS Staff and Board.  We don’t 
need to make drastic changes to the system! 
THANKS TO PAT ROBERTSON & HER STAFF AND 
TO THE PERS BOARD FOR THEIR CONTINUED 
LEADERSHIP! 

OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2015-2016:  In 
the absence of Becky Cade, Chair of the 
Nominating Committee, the Committee report was 
given to the Board by Curt Thompson, Vice-Chair. 
Other members of the Nominating Committee 
were Ed LeGrand and Robert McNeil.  Nominations 
were unanimously APPROVED by the Board as 
follows:   

Becky Cade, President 
Ann Thames, Vice President 
Peggy Brewer, Secretary  
Sarajean Babin, Treasurer/Office Manager 
Howell C. Garner, Immediate Past President 

New Board Members for 2015-2018: 
Ann Homer Cook 
Hoopey Stringer 
Michael Myrick - New Board Member to fill an 
unexpired term for George Nash (2013-2016). 

Final vote by MRPEA membership will be held at 

 

the Annual Meeting on July 13 at the Hilton. 
Congratulations to those who have been nominated 
to serve in leadership positions next year! 

Speaking of the Annual Meeting, the membership of 
MRPEA is encouraged to attend on Monday, July 13, 
2015 at 1:00 PM at the Hilton on County Line Road 
in Jackson.  We will hear the latest report from Pat 
Robertson and will hear also from a representative 
of EMPOWER, the administrator of the Deferred 
Comp fund.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

Contact us at mrpea.org or at 
mrpea@bellsouth.net if you have an 

interesting story to tell in your retirement.  
We will be featuring a retiree in future 

publications of The Guardian.   

Tell us your story! 
We want to hear from you! 
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Are you interested in learning more about 
retirement? Even if you have been retired for a 
while, you may have an interest in learning more
about one or more of the topics listed below.  Also, 
if you have additional topics you wish to add to the 
list, please let us know!

Potential topics

 Planning your retirement benefits: the 10 best
and worst decisions to make with your IRA,
401K or 403B plan;

 Creation and use of retirement account trusts to
preserve the stretch-out of RMDs while
protecting the plan benefits;

 Estate planning strategies to protect assets for
your later years and care of your spouse and/or
children;

 How to pay for long-term care, including
Medicare eligibility for nursing home and at-
home care;

 How to qualify for veterans benefits for
widowed spouses of deceased veterans;

 Trust solutions for lifetime health and financial
security, including revocable living trusts,
irrevocable asset protection trusts, spendthrift
trusts for “challenged” children or spouses,
“special needs trusts” to protect Medicaid
eligibility for disabled spouses and
children/grandchildren; and

 Other related topics as requested.

Answers to questions you may have:

There will be no cost for attending seminars.

Seminars will be conducted by individuals who 
have experience in finance & law.

Dates and locations will be determined after we 
have heard from you!

RETIREMENT SEMINARS (continued)

If you have an interest in attending a seminar 
on retirement, let us know by sending an 
email expressing your particular area of 
interest to the following address: 
mrpea@bellsouth.net. We are prepared to 
offer these seminars in different locations 
throughout the state. Let us hear from 
you!

Retirement Seminars

Pop Quiz! 
How much do you know about your retirement 
system?  Answer the questions below, but don’t 
peek at the answers on p. 6 until you’ve answered 
all questions.   

1. For every dollar invested by taxpayers in
PERS what is the amount of dollar output?

a. $3.20
b. $2.90
c. $4.56
d. $1.00

2. What was PERS 2014 rate of return?
a. 18.6%
b. 2.0%
c. 5.9%
d. 15.5%

3. What are some benefits of a Defined
Benefit Plan?

a. Guaranteed Pensions
b. Pooled Risk
c. Life Time Member Benefits
d. Survivor & Disability Benefits
e. All of the Above

4. The Public Employees’ Retirement System
is useful in recruiting and retaining Public
Employees?
a. True b  False 

Check your score (page 6) - how did you do? 5



 

District FIVE: Dr. Doss Brodnax @ 
dossmar@bellsouth.net H Phone # 662-323-9543 – 
Attala, Calhoun, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Clay, 
Lowndes, Monroe, Montgomery, Noxubee, 
Oktibbeha, Webster & Winston. 

District SIX:  We’re looking for someone to 
serve on the MRPEA Board as Director of 
District SIX!  If you are interested in representing 
the counties listed below, contact Howell Garner 
at howell.garner@gmail.com or Becky Cade at 
cade.consulting@att.net  Counties in District SIX: 
Bolivar, Washington, Sunflower Leflore, 
Humphreys, Sharkey, Issaquena, Holmes, Grenada 
& Carroll. 

District SEVEN: Robert A. McNeil @ 
ramcneil@comcast.net H Phone # 662-680-9024 – 
Alcorn, Benton, Itawamba, Lee, Pontotoc, Prentiss, 
Tippah, Tishomingo & Union. 

District EIGHT: Thomas E. Toney @ 
thomasetoney@bellsouth.net H Phone # 662-563-
3744 – Coahoma, Desoto, Lafayette, Marshall, 
Panola, Quitman, Tallahatchie, Tate, Tunica & 
Yalobusha. 

Find the facts 

If you have questions about your 
retirement system, go to 

www.pers.ms.gov  where you will 
find the latest facts about PERS! 

Answers to Pop Quiz  

1. c. $4.56   

2. a.  18.6%   

3.  e. All of Above   

4. True

DISTRICT DIRECTORS – CONTACT 
INFORMATION 

The state is divided into eight districts to 
provide members easy access to individuals 
who serve on the Board.  From time to 
time, members may wish to contact their 
District Director to inquire about an issue 
or to discuss important information which 
may affect their retirement.  Consequently, 
we are providing contact information for 
the eight District Directors below by 
county. 

Your District Director would like 
to hear from you with any 

questions or concerns or if you 
have information to share about 

the PERS system.

District ONE: Wynona Winfield @ 
lcwjr@bellshoth.net  H Phone # 601-268-6118 – 
Forrest, George, Greene, Hancock, Harrison, 
Jackson, Lamar, Pearl River, Perry, & Stone. 

District TWO: Tony Byrne @ 
annetteb@cableone.net H Phone # 601-431-2250 
– Adams, Amite, Claiborne, Copiah, Franklin,
Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, Lawrence, Lincoln, 
Marion, Pike, Simpson Walthall & Wilkinson. 

District THREE: Dr. Phil Sutphin @ 
philsutphin@yahoo.com  H Phone # 601-635-2776 
- Clarke, Covington, Jasper, Jones, Kemper, 
Lauderdale, Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott, Smith 
& Wayne. 

District FOUR: Hilda Westbrook @ H Phone # 601-
856-6351 – Hinds, Madison, Rankin, Warren & 
Yazoo. 

More 
questions next 

issue of The 
Guardian! 
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carpentry and basic wood working skills from his 
dad. These skills helped him develop a lifelong 
hobby of working with wood. 

When Jack retired from MDWFP, he wasted no 
time in pursuing his interest in wood work. This 
was in the early 80’s and Jack soon became 
involved with the Craftsman’s Guild of 
Mississippi. This organization is dedicated to 
supporting and encouraging the craft skills of 
men and women of Mississippi who have unique 
artistic talents and creativity.  Over the years 
since his retirement, he has had numerous 
pieces of his work on display at the Craftsman 
Guild Headquarters. In addition he has made 
over 800 bowls that are in use by friends and
customers across the country. 

When one visits Jack’s wood working shop, it is 
immediately obvious that he does not use power 
tools in the process of making wood carvings. All 
of his tools are hand tools and he has probably 
one of the best collections in Mississippi of wood 
carving instruments. Included in his collection  
are a group of wood working adze tools. These 
are hatchet type tools with a spoon shaped blade 
that removes wood with a chopping action. Some 
are from as far away as Sweden and all are hand 
forged. 

Jack has continuously worked to improve his 
skills and has attended numerous workshops and 
schools to enhance his talents. In recent years he 
has spent less time making bowls and more time 
with his detailed carving, but there is no sign of 
Jack slowing down on this hobby that his 
obviously loves.

It is exciting to follow our fellow retirees to see how 
they stay busy after a life of service in state 
employment.  This issue features Charlene Pierce. 

Following our retirees! 
We are pleased to be able to feature a 
retiree in each issue of The Guardian. 
It’s interesting to see how our retirees 
move from being an active state 
employee to having an active life after 
retirement with family, hobbies, travel 
and other interests.   

Jack Herring started his career with the 
Mississippi Department of Wildlife Fisheries and 
Parks soon after graduation from Ole Miss. 
Starting as a fisheries biologist Jack served in 
several capacities with the agencies eventually 
serving as agency director before his retirement. 
Jack grew up in Montgomery County near 
Kilmichael, Mississippi where he learned 

We wish Jack many 
more happy years in 

retirement! 
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Membership Application
MRPEA welcomes both retirees and active employees who are members of PERS into our membership.

Name         County

Mailing Address                                                                

City          State    Zip

Phone     E-Mail

Please print clearly.

Phone: 601-919-0670 E-mail: mrpea@bellsouth.net                    www.mrpea.org

Mail this form with check payable to:  MRPEA, P.O. Box 5580, Brandon, MS 39047-5580

  Annual Rate, $15 (August 1 - July 31)       Willing to serve on a MRPEA Committee

       Life Rate   $250


